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UCS is Rooted in Place
Place-based education immerses students in local heritage, cultures, 
landscapes, opportunities, and experiences as the foundation for the 
study of academic subjects and disciplines. 
● Learning is rooted in agency, equity, and community.
● Learning is relevant, contextualized, and important.
● Standards, knowledge, and content is studied through the lens of place.



Origins of PBE

John Dewey’s The School and Society, 1899 
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Place-Based Learning Model
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New Course Innovations



New Course Innovations



Model Outcomes



Model Outcomes
• Gifted and Talented: 27% of our 2nd grade students qualified for gifted and talented services last 

year, showing the impacts of a strong educational foundation.

• Culture and Climate Data: 
• 94% favorable rating for teachers regarding the school environment
• 89% favorable rating from parents regarding their children’s instructional experience
• 86% favorable rating from parents regarding the school’s intentional culture, community 

leadership, equity and inclusion, and overall climate



Closing Thoughts



Questions?



The Power of Place
Whole School Innovation through 

Place-Based Education
Dr. JJ Wedgworth
CEO/Head of School

jjwedgworth@universitycharterschool.org

Dr. Matt Johnson
Chief Academic Officer

mjohnson@universitycharterschool.org


